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History Statement

15 October, 2020

The information in this document is true and correct from my personal knowledge and research.
Every endeavour was made to include as much information as possible, however many persons
contacted for information did not respond.
Greg Brown 899 – Historian, World Barefoot Council, AO Confederation.

This document basically replaces page one of the Australian History as per...
https://www.worldbarefootcouncil.com/docs/history/7.barefoothistoryAustraliav2.pdf
  
It was prepared with the help and input also from :  
(no particular order)

Joe Csortan 203,                                              Wal Spicer 173, 
Ian Faulkner,                                                    Grant Torrens 717,
Garry Barton 606,                                            Phillip Smyth (969) 4747, 
Rudi Stout 534,                                                Colleen Thompson(nee Wilkinson)1495,
Robin Hill 1007,                                               Gary Mathews 2713,
Wayne Farrell 3598,                                         Leigh Acfield 1113, 
Gizella Halasz 4121,                                        Greg Shipton 2299, 
Haidee Lance 727,                                           Keith Florence 2009,
Gareth Handshin 1425,                                    Mark Teague,
Tony Teague 487,                                             Shayne Evans, 
Aivars Lidums 292,                                           Debbie Williams 2738, 
Skye Harrison(nee McManus),                         Ray Cooper 205, 
Peter Trim 935,                                                 Ray Patterson 711,
Greg Rees 2634,                                              Charise Hassey(nee Jones) 5087,
Pamela Barton,                                                 Ray Frater 458,
Steve Darcy 6469,                                            Katina Davis 4984, 
Brett Wing 817,                                                 Michelle Geoghegan(nee Fisher) 1401,
Graham Job,                                                     Kerri Blackford(nee Job),
Cliff Blackford 5898,                                          Greg Ruthven 4632,
Harry Roberts 1484,                                          Peter Roberts 6356,
Daniel Taplin,                                                     Rex Haw 2204,
Tom Wyld 1005,                                                 Frances  Hynes,
Brian Sullivan 3245,                                           Rod Trevillian 3108, 
Martin Gunn,                                                      Leigh Wyatt 5851,
Bronwyn Koeck(nee McCaskill) 3080,               Kim Izzard(nee Lampard) 3338,
Carole McCaskill,                                              Bruce Wilson 6406,
Gillian Davis(nee Shipp),                                   Jim Peterson 6381,
Debbie Pugh 3420,                                            Glenda O'Neill 4061,
Allan Moffatt 2027,                                             Gary Barnard,
Vi Spicer,                                                            Ken Mathews 344.

Special thanks to 
Gizella Halasz 4121
Katina Davis 4984
Leigh Wyatt 5851
Proof Readers - Final Document 
 

https://www.worldbarefootcouncil.com/docs/history/7.barefoothistoryAustraliav2.pdf


Who was Australia's First Barefoot Water Skier in the 1950's?

The first Barefoot Water Skier in Australia is believed to have been between 1954 to 1957,
but it was never recorded who in fact was the actual person! 
Who do you think it was?

It is often reported that during the mid 1950's Betty or Ray Leighton from Balgowlah in Sydney were the 
first to Barefoot Water Ski at Sackville on the Hawkesbury River, NSW. 
(Betty Leighton was an Australian Water Ski Overall Champion in 1951 and 1952 and an Australian Team 
member from 1953. Her first world competition being Toronto,Canada,1953.
Ray Leighton came from a Surf Life Saving background with the Manly Club in Sydney and was responsible
for the introduction of Surf Boards being used for Surf Rescue in Australia during September 1945. 
Ray also competed in  the Australian Water Ski Championships with his wife Betty in 1952, winning Mens Tricks
and being placed very high in the Overall)

AND 
it was also rumoured that  Australia's first barefoot water skier was Betty Wheeler who barefooted first on
the Nerang River, Gold Coast ,QLD.
(Betty Wheeler was the Personal Assistant of Australian Champion Water Skier Keith Williams and she won 
many events in the Australian Water Ski Titles from 1957. 
Keith Williams opened Surfers Paradise Gardens in 1957.)

OR
was it Ray Job? 
Ray saw a movie clip of barefoot water skiing from the Cypress Gardens Water Ski Show, Florida, USA..
In late 1954 or early 1955 he then taught himself to barefoot water ski by stepping off one ski at the St Lucia Water 
Ski Club near Sandgate on the Brisbane River, Brisbane,Queensland.

Ray Job was approached by Keith Williams in 1956 to join a new Australian Water Ski Show to be called Surfers
Paradise Gardens that commenced operations on the Gold Coast in 1957.
Ray was the first barefoot water skier at Surfers Paradise Gardens when first opened.

(All research leans towards Ray Job as being Australia's first barefoot water skier!)

                                     Ray Job, Brisbane River,Sandgate, QLD ,late 1954 - early 1955



                                Photographs of Ray Job courtesy family members,Graham Job, 
                                          Kerri Blackford(nee Job) and Cliff Blackford 5898

                The following article and photograph appeared in the PIX Magazine  08 November 1958.



                                                Ray Job – PIX Magazine 08 November 1958



Following extract from the Programme – Australian Water Ski Championships March 1959

                                                                                                                 Ray Job & Wally Morris

Australia's First Backwards Barefoot Water Skier late 1959 early 1960

The first to Barefoot Backwards in Australia was late 1959,early 1960.
It was 18 year old Gary Barnard who skied on the Canning River, Perth, Western Australia. 
Gary was also interested in 3 event Tournament Water Skiing and left Australia early 1961 and 
ended up being a Barefoot Water Skier in the Cypress Gardens Ski Show, Florida, USA. 
He returned to Australia early 1964 and skied at Surfers Paradise Gardens and won the 1964
Australian Water Ski Jump Championship.
Gary also gave an exhibition of Backwards Barefoot Water Skiing at the 
1964 Australian Barefoot Water Ski Championships. 

                                                    Gary Barnard  (Pics Courtesy Ian Faulkner)



Was the World's 1st Barefoot Water Skier actually an  Australian in 
December 1941? 

History of Barefooting
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

“Barefoot water skiing originated in Winter Haven,Florida. According to the Water Ski Hall of Fame, and witnesses of the 
event, 17-year-old A.G. Hancock became the first person ever to barefoot water ski in 1947. That same year, Richard 
Downing “Dick” Pope Jr.,was the first person ever to be photographed barefooting, stepping off his skis on a training boom 
alongside the boat.“

An Australian Story
The following story was told to Phillip Smyth (969) 4747 and possibly the recorded history of barefoot water skiing may be 
incorrect..What do you think? 
(Phillip was active in Australian barefoot water skiing being an official at many State and National Titles and he was the 
Tournament Director at the 4th World Titles in Canberra in 1985.) 

Phillip's Story.....
Phillip met a hairdresser in a Hawker (ACT) salon soon after the First World Barefoot Titles in 1978. 
She noticed his barefoot water ski T-Shirt and commented that her late husband was the first person in the World to water ski 
on his bare feet.

Phillip cannot remember their names but they lived near Hillston,Lake Cargellico in the Riverina, NSW.
She went on to say that her late husband was at home recuperating from being wounded in the North Africana Campaign's in 
the Second World War.

Just before Christmas in 1941 he and one of his friends Jack Murray,then 34 years of age (who later was known as 
“Gelignite” Jack Murray)absconded with the flag pole from the local primary school. They went out to the irrigation channel 
where they would drive along the track on the side of the levy bank and would water ski off a rope tied to the rear of the tray 
of the bed of his father's utility truck.They lashed the long flag pole to the rear of the utility truck and connected it by rope to 
the front roo bar.

He hung onto the end of the flag pole with water skis on and Jack drove off up the side of the channel and he came out of the
water on 2 skis. Jack sped up as fast as the utility truck would go and he jumped out of the skis and landed on his bare feet 
and continued until Jack had to stop,

Jack then had to reverse all the way back up to where they could start again and then they swapped for Jack to have a go. 
He fell on his first two attempts but barefooted on his third attempt.

Early in 1942 he had to return to North Africa but soon after was sent to Singapore and was captured and sent to Burma as a 
prisoner of war. After the war due to ill health he never played any sports nor water skied again and worked on his family farm
for many happy years until he passed on.
Jack Murray went on to be in the first group of water skiers to join Australia's First State Barefoot Club in November 1960.



First State Club 1960
In November 1960 a group of water skiers met at Ray Leighton's water ski beach
(Leighton's Beach)at Sackville on the Hawkesbury River near Sydney, New South Wales
to form a barefooters club.. 

Barefoot water skiing was a newly developed discipline of water skiing.

The “NSW Water Ski Association Barefooters Club” was formed with initial members
being Bruce Purnell, Bryan Neale, John Hollands, Ray Leighton, John Challinor, Jack
Murray and Ron Marks.

Membership numbers are unknown from this club but others also included Kurt Lance,
Bruce and Betty Wheeler, Reg Walker, Lindsay and Jackie Sidwell, Betty Leighton,Chris
and Eric Baldwin,Larry Caplin,Noel See, Max Old and 10 year old Laurie Purnell.

                        

 

                        Betty Wheeler 19

Ray Leighton 2                                                                                                                           Betty Leighton 20                        



Bryan Neale 3                                             John Hollands 4                                                    Tony Purnell 17

 
Second State Club 1962

Several Years later in October 1962 another group of enthusiastic water skiers met at Murray Bridge
near Adelaide, South Australia to form a barefoot water ski club. 

They agreed together that in order to qualify to join the new club that a candidate must barefoot 
water ski for sixty seconds.

The “SA  Barefoot Ski Club” (SABSC) was formed with initial members being Brian Fox (SA's
1st  Barefoot Water Skier), Eric Casanova, Max Moore, Ted James and David Mutton.
Membership of this club was unknown but also including Joe Csortan, Jennie Moore and  
Aivars Lidums.

 

                   Brian Fox                                             Joe Csortan 203                              Aivars Lidums 292



Australian Club Inaugurated 1963

In early February 1963 an Australian Barefoot Water
Ski Club (ABWSC)was inaugurated at a meeting held
at the Chevron Hotel in Kings Cross,Sydney, with
Bryan Neale being elected President and John Hollands, 
Secretary.

It was at this meeting the functions of both the “NSW 
Water Ski Association Barefooters Club' and the “SA 
Barefoot Ski Club” were taken over by the new
 “Australian Barefoot Water Ski Club” 



First Australian Championships  1963

The first Australian Barefoot Championships were held on Manly Dam in Sydney,March 1963, with Erwin Luthiger winning the
overall from 38 competitors. The President Bryan Neale a NSW  Water Ski State Referee drew up the first events (rules).
Each year there after more interstate barefoot water skiers competed other than from NSW.
                                                                                                                                     Competitor List                                        

 

                         

                         

                  
                         
                  
                         

              

 



1963 Banner Pic and 1960 NSW Water Ski Association Barefooters 
Club Badge Pic supplied courtesy of Daniel Taplin,                                                Erwin Luthiger  88 Overall Champion  
grandson of Bruce Austin 55. 



    
                        r
  

                                              1963 Australian Championships - Quick Step Off

1957 - Barefoot Water Skiing at Surfers Paradise Gardens  
The Surfers Paradise Gardens was started by Keith Williams in 1957 and it had weekly water ski shows and promoted
all forms of water skiing. Ray Job was the first barefoot water skier to perform at the Gardens when they opened in 1957. 
Wally Morris was the second barefoot water skier at the Ski Gardens in 1958. 
Several other early pioneers also performed at the Gardens from 1963 onwards including Vaughan Bullivant, 
Phil McIntosh and Eric Baldwin.

 
        

                                                                                                                                                Top      -  Ray Job 
                                                                                                                                                Middle – Wally Morris
                                                                                                                                                Bottom – Eric Baldwin 24 (L)
                                                                                                                                                             - Vaughan Bullivant (R)      



Paul and Norm McManus,Hawkesbury River,Sackville,NSW, 1965
                                                       (Photograph Courtesy Grant Torrens 717)

  
                 
                                                    Norm McManus 275                 Paul McManus  237

       

Original photograph courtesy Skye Harrison (nee McManus)                       Paul McManus 237



First World Demonstration Tour 1966

In 1966 a World Demonstration Tour was conducted showing the
Australian Barefoot Water Skiing skills to the world.. 
Countries visited included Fiji, Mexico, USA, Great Britain, India, Japan
and Hong Kong.

One of the highlights of the Tour was the Australian barefooters meeting
in Winterhaven USA with A.G. Hancock, the Worlds' First barefooter, and
Harold Miller the Mens World Endurance Record Holder at that time. 

The Australian Team Members included – John Hollands 4, Ray Clarke
82, John Hocking 121, John Warren 84, Wal Spicer 173, Neil Mitchell
187, Garth Henderson 157, Ken Tilling 335, Ron Bohm 81, Bob
Kirkpatrick 312, Reg Walker 11, David Hamilton 168, Erwin Luthiger 88,
Colin Watson240, Jim Quinn 323, Darrel McInnes 190, Harold Miller
295, Bill Gray 243, Joe Csortan 203 and Bob Tilling 78. 

                                                                Harold Miller  295
             



First Barefoot, Kite and Water Ski Combined Competition 1969

This event was held at Penrith,NSW February 1969. The Overall was won by Eric Baldwin 2nd Larry Partridge and 
3rd Wally Spicer. Eric Baldwin skied for some years earlier in the Surfers Paradise Gardens.

          

          

Eric Baldwin 24 receiving his trophy from    Larry Partridge 189                                Wal Spicer 173
 ABWSC President,John Hollands  4
                                                                  

Second World Demonstration Tour 1969

Another Australian World Barefoot Demonstration Team was sent to
Denmark in August 1969 to perform daily during the World Water Ski
Championships. 

The Team included John Hollands,Mary and Ron McMillan, Ken Mathews,
Peter Forrester, Erwin Luthiger,Garry Barton, Graham Dance and Bill Moyes
then travelled giving exhibitions in Singapore,Thailand,Sweden,Spain, USA,
Mexico,Tahiti and New Zealand.

                                      

Kite – Bill Moyes                                                                                                                    Backwards –  Erwin Luthiger         
Rope on Toe – Ken Mathews                                                                                                Rope on Neck – Peter Forrester
Backwards – Garry Barton                                                                                                    Kite – Graham Dance
                                                                                                                                              Frontwards – John Hollands

   
   

         Team Members
Left to Right..
John Hollands 4,Erwin Luthiger 88,
Ken Mathews 344,Mary McMillan 134,
Peter Forrester 74,Paul McManus 237,
Ron Bohm 81,Garry Barton 606

                       



State Divisions Formed from Mid 1968

Initially the Australian Club was predominantly NSW run and state divisions were formed making the club then a true 
Australian Club with delegates from each state division being represented on the national committee. 
At the same time an affiliation was formed with the Australian Water Ski Association that is now the Australian 
Waterski and Wakeboard Federation.

In Western Australia a meeting was held in March 1969 and attended by Simon Devitt,Robin Hill, Norm Neindorf, 
Phil Newton, Graeme Dwyer,John Bruinsma, Ken Burton, Grantley Schmidt, Chris Davies, Richard Digby, 
Keith Florence and John Leschen.
A decision was made to form a state club independent of the ABWSC called West Coast Barefoot Water Ski 
Club.. The state ran 2 state titles in 1970 and 1971 with the overall champion being Robin Hill on both occasions. 

The independence of the West Coast Barefoot Water Ski Club was finally rectified when on  July 10th 1972  Ken 
Mathews the President of the Australian Barefoot Water Ski Club met with WA members in Perth. The club was 
dissolved and a new Western Australian division of the Australian body was formed and a new logo designed.

State Divisions formed....

South Australia - July 1968
Queensland – October 1968
Victoria – December 1968  
New South Wales - May 1970
Western Australia – July 1972
Australian Capital Territory – August 1977
Tasmania

 
 

 

 
 
 



                  
                  

                                                  Formation of the NSW State division in May 1970 

                                                     First National  ABWSC meeting November 1970



Endurance Barefoot Water Skiing 1960's

During the early years when the sport was in its infancy there were very few tricks and endurance 
Barefoot Water Skiing was very popular. 

                         Paul McManus 237



Many endurance records set during the early years are world records** and still current today (15 October 2020) 
after more than 50 years!
(The Australian Mens Endurance Record 90 mins 19 seconds set by Paul McManus June 1968,is still current)

1969      Sub Junior Boys Frontwards – Grant Torrens – 31mins 43 seconds ** World Record
1969      Mens Backwards – Paul McManus – 33 mins 19.5 seconds ** World Record
1970      Womens Frontwards – Haidee Lance – 24 mins 30 seconds  ** World Record

       Haidee Lance  727                   Grant Torrens  717                                         Paul McManus  237

      

      
      
            Grant Torrens 717 – Sub Junior Boys World Record Certificate - 31mins 43 seconds                            



.Australian Pioneering World Firsts 

Australian Barefoot Water Skiers Pioneered the Following World Firsts.

1964     180 Back to Front – Joe Csortan
1964     Rope on Toe – Vaughan Bullivant
1964     Barefoot Jump – Geoff Nichols
1965     Backwards One Foot – Col Watson
1966     Side Slide – David Hamilton

    
     

   

                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                        David Hamilton  168 

                   

  

   Joe Csortan  203                                          Geoff Nicholls  115                                           Vaughan Bullivant
            
                 
1966      Somersault – Joe Csortan
1968      Rope in Teeth and Rope in Teeth One Foot – Peter Forrester
1968      Rope on Foot Backwards – Erwin Luthiger

    

             

                  
      Joe Csortan 203                             Peter Forrester  74                                         Erwin Luthiger  88



1968      Backwards first woman – Mary McMillan
1969      Backwards Deep & Beach Starts – Garry Barton
1969      Knees to Feet – Robin Hill

          
          

                 Mary McMillan  134                         Garry Barton  606                                    Robin Hill  1007

1970         Kidney Belt, Rigid Handle & Barefoot Wet Suit – Garry Barton  
1970         Barefoot Jump First Woman – Haidee Lance
1970/72    Back one starts -  Reverse tumble turns and one foot tumble turns,
                 One foot forward wake crosses - back wake crosses - one foot back  
                 wake crosses  – Backwards rope on toe and reverse toe -  Garry Barton 

  

            

 

  

                 Garry Barton  606                            Haidee Lance  727                              Garry Barton  606

1972      Deep Water Start Rope in Teeth – Greg Brown
1973      360 Degree Whirl around the boat – Garry Barton               
1973      Frontwards Deep Water Start Rope on Toe – Paul McManus
1974      Backwards Tumbleturn – Roger Gooden

       

              

   
     Greg Brown   899                                             Paul McManus  237                                         Roger Gooden  771



1974      Line Step 180 – Roger Gooden 
1975      Backwards Rope on Toe Deep Water Start – John Hacker 
1976      Backwards Beach & Deep Water Starts – First Woman 
              Back to Front 180 – First Woman
              Backwards Tumbleturn Start – First Woman - Colleen Thompson (nee Wilkinson)
              

  
                 Roger Gooden 771                   John Hacker 662              Colleen Thompson(nee Wilkinson) 1495 
  
1977      Rope on Toe Back to Front  – Brett Wing 
1978      180 Front to Back and Back to Front including Reverses
              360 Front to Front  – Brett Wing 
1979      Back Toe Tumbleturn
              Front to Back and Back to Front Reverse
              Wake 360 Front Wrapped Position – Brett Wing
1980      360 Front to Front Reverse – Brett Wing
1981      One Foot 180 Turn Front to Back 
              Wake 180 Turn Back to Front
              Front to Back Line 180 – Brett Wing
1981      Rope on Toe Front to Back – Allan Moffatt

  

     

     
     
     

                                               Brett Wing 817                                                       Allan Moffatt 2027                     



Australian Championships go Australia Wide

The Australian Barefoot Championships from 1963 were held on Manly Dam ,Sydney, NSW until 1971 when South 
Australia hosted it for the first time outside NSW. Since then the Championships have been held in every state and 
territory other than Tasmania.

                                                              1964 – NSW – Eric Baldwin 24

       



                                 1964 Rules



  

Mary McMillan 134 Womens Overall Champion 1964                    Kevin Stuart 68 Mens Overall Champion 1964

       Gary Barnard                                    Doug Sundstrom 204 Beach Start                 Victorian Kite Flyers Demonstrations



                        
      1965 - NSW – Eric Baldwin 24                  1966 – Geoff Nicholls  115                1967 – NSW – Erwin Luthiger 88                 

             

     1968 – NSW – Wal Spicer  173                                                        1968 – NSW - Poster



              1968 Australian Nationals Official Towboats were driven by Ray Clarke 82 and Ken Tilling 335.
                             Judge Clive Thompson 546 sitting(L) and  Betty Leighton 20 standing(R)

 



               

                       1969 -NSW - Ken Mathews 344                                1970 -  NSW - Garry Barton 606

  



                                                           1971 – SA  - Ivan Christie 561
 

        



   

 

 



 

                 1972 - Qld – Peter Trim 935                                                        1974 – SA  – Davey Lewis                      

               1975 - ACT - Leigh Acfield 1113                                                            1976 - WA



1st World Group 3 and Australian Championships 1973

         

           1973 – Vic – Peter “Chooka” O'Rourke 1095                  Photograph Courtesy Rex Haw 2204                                  

                          



                                       Competitor List
Mens Division                                                             Womens Division

                                       
                  

Australian Team : Colleen Thompson(nee Wilkinson), Rudi Stout,Terry Hinchcliff, Harry Roberts,
                               Gareth Handshin, Norm Neindorf and Peter Trim

Overall Winners 
Womens Division : Colleen Thompson(nee Wilkinson) – Australia 
Mens Division : Rudi Stout - Australia



2nd World Group 3 and New Zealand Championships 1976



 



 

               Autographed Australian Team Photographs Courtesy Colleen Thompson (nee Wilkinson) 1495



3rd  World Group 3 and Australian Championships 1978

Overall Winners 
Womens Division : Colleen Thompson(nee Wilkinson) - Australia 
Mens Division : Brett Wing - Australia



Wal Spicer 173

Wal learnt to water ski in 1960 when on vacation in Queensland.
He then water skied on a regular basis at Lower Portland on the Hawkesbury River and learnt to barefoot in 1963. His 
barefoot companions then included Col Watson and Bob & Ken Tilling.

Wal was timed into the Australian Barefoot Water Ski Club in 1964 and entered his first National Titles the same year coming 
equal 4th with Reg Walker in the Novelty Step Off Ski Event.

During 1965 he learnt to barefoot backwards and gained his Frontwards Masters 10 minute badge barefoot water skiing 
between Lower Portland and Sackville. He was also awarded the first ever Golden Triple Proficiency Badge that included  
front and deep water starts and a backwards step off ski. He entered the Nationals Winning the Gold Medal in Starts.

In 1966 Wal became a Committee Member of the Australian Barefoot Water Ski Club and served on the committee until 
1970 ,the final year being a Vice President. He wrote many learn to barefoot articles that appeared in the Barefoot World 
Magazine. 
At the 1966 Nationals he won gold medals in Starts and Tricks and was a Close Second Overall to Erwin Luthiger. In 1966 
Wal was also part of the first  Australian Barefoot Water Ski Club's World Touring team.

Wal won the Slalom gold medal in the 1967 Nationals and scored very high in all other events winning the Australian Mens 
Overall Championship. He had a bad fall doing a 180 back to front during the 1968 Nationals injuring a knee and was forced 
into retirement.

                                               
                                             Extract from the 1966 World Tour Team members profiles



Mid 1960's Jump Instructions and plans by Wal Spicer 173
Wal wrote a series on “how to do” various barefoot skills that were published monthly in the Barefoot World Magazine.
The series included, tumbleturns,rope on neck ,deep water starts, beach starts and backwards step off ski etc.



Joe Csortan 203

Joe learnt to barefoot water ski around 1960 and joined the South Australian Barefoot Water Ski Club in 1962
(member number 26) and then joined the Australian Barefoot Water Ski Club later in 1963(member number 203).

He was a natural and talented all round water skier and entered the 1964 Australian Barefoot Water Ski Championships
in the junior section and also won the mens wake crossing/tricks event.
In 1964 he was the first barefoot water skier in the world to execute a 180 degree back to front.

Joe competed again in the 1965 Nationals in Mens division and just missed out on the overall for the second year.
He won a special award for the best all round performer outside of NSW and was tipped to be a future national champion.

He competed coming 3rd overall in the 1966 Nationals and was selected in the World Barefoot Tour in 1966.
Just prior to the tour Joe became the first barefoot water skier in the world to do a somersault.

After the world tour Joe retired from barefoot water skiing to concentrate on 3 Event Tournament Skiing and won the 
1968 Australian Mens Overall and the World Water Ski Union Group 3 World Championship. 
He then represented Australia another 3 times, won South Australian Mens Overall 7 times from 1967,won European 
Overall 1969 and the Australian Masters in 1989.

Joe designed and manufactured RAPID Water Skis.

  1966 Australian National Barefoot Championships and extract from the 1966 World Tour Team members profiles

                                1967...Joe slalom skiing on his home made RAPID FURY Slalom Ski



Early Memoirs - Ray Cooper 205 
Including the manufacture, testing and early rules for the 1st Barefoot Water Ski Jump. 



Ken Mathews 344

Ken when 24 years old learnt to water ski in 1964.
He was a natural and learnt to barefoot quickly and competed as a Novice in his first National Titles in 1966.
Ken was hardly out of the water and skied summer and winter and in 1967 he entered the Nationals again but in the Open 
Mens division. 
He continued skiing nearly daily and then won the Mens Tricks Gold Medal in 1968 and was also Crowned the Australian 
Overall Champion.

“What comes to mind is the Winter of 1969, the year after I won the Championship and the year Garry Barton beat me, we 
were off to Copenhagen to the World Water Ski Championship to display Barefooting. 
We had to practice so we went to Manly Dam in July in fresh water and after a couple of hours we were blue with cold so we 
lit a fire to warm up”
Also in 1969 Ken together with former 3 times Australian Overall Barefoot Champion Erwin Luthiger did a Barefoot Exhibition 
at the Moomba Water Ski Championship in Melbourne.

In early 1970 he was part of a demonstration team at White Sands and the Patawalonga Lake in South Australia and he 
unsuccessfuly attempted a World Barefoot Speed Record in the USA  in July 1970.
Ken also was the first to Barefoot on a trapeze behind Bill Moyes Kite, Bill being the Australian Birdman and the best Kite 
Flyer in the World at that time.

Ken Mathews was also an administrator being elected in 1968 as a Committee Member of the Australian Barefoot Water Ski 
Club. In 1969 he was elected Secretary and 1970 President.During 1970 the NSW  Barefoot Water Ski Club Division was 
also formed and Ken was appointed as a Committee Member for NSW.

In November 1970 he also chaired the first national meeting of the ABWSC with state delegates and it was at that meeting 
the first Nationals outside NSW were awarded to South Australia for 1971. In July 1972 Ken met in Perth with members of the
WA  Barefoot Water Ski Club and a WA State Division with the ABWSC was formed.

During Ken's time as President of the ABWSC a Barefoot Division was Formed within the Australian Water Ski Association. 
Moves were also made by him to have Barefooting Recognised as a Form of Water Skiing within the World Water Ski Union 
and the Australian Barefoot Competition Rules also being Approved making way for a Future World Barefoot Water Ski 
Championship.



Garry Barton 606

Garry Barton was tipped in 1968 as the “One to watch for in 1969”  They were correct!

Garry is often referred to as the God Father of Modern Barefoot Water Skiing.He pioneered backwards beach and deep
water starts, the rigid handle and the barefoot wet suit as we know it more than 50 years later. He won 4 Overall 
Australian Mens National Championships from 1969 and there after toured the world promoting barefoot water skiing.
As an ambassador for the sport of barefoot water skiing,Garry was introduced in 1970 to Queen Elizabeth 11.
In August 1972 he received the first Masters rating in Australia for all four barefoot events,slalom,starts,tricks and jump. 

              



Garry Barton's first ever public Backwards Beach Start. May 03 1969.
Australian Barefoot Water Ski Championships,Manly Dam,NSW. 



Brett Wing joined the Barefoot Club -  March 03 1968 - Member 817
Brett went on to become possibly the World's best all round water skier and won 3 Sub Junior Overall , 3 Junior 
Overall and 7 Mens Overall Australian Championships and was the world's Overall Mens Champion  3 times from 1978.

                                              Brett (L) 817,Bob(C) 815 and Robert Wing(R) 816



State Identities
Both South Australia and Victoria had 2 barefoot water skier identities during the 1970's.
They competed against each other in many interstate SA/VIC events, at Moomba and at many nationals.

Leigh Acfield 1113
Leigh Acfield from South Australia learnt to barefoot water ski in 1965/6 and entered 23 continuous
national championships from 1970 until 1993 and won numerous medals.

He was part of the first State Demonstration Team in 1969 and also barefoot skied on the Torrens River 
during the Adelaide Festival of Arts in 1970. Leigh was invited to ski at Moomba on 4 occasions,he entered 
many South  Australian State Titles and won the Mens Overall in 1976.
He was also responsible for many barefoot coaching clinics in South Australia and competed for many years
in the triathlon. Like many barefoot water skiers Leigh also water skied raced with some success.
During Leigh's sporting years he amassed more than 150 tournament trophies.

Harry Roberts 1484
Harry Roberts from Victoria learnt to Barefoot Water Ski in 1970 and being a dairy farmer he had many day
time hours to get out on the water!.He skied and trained with his brother John 1483 and friend 
Stephen Riley 1690 on the Barwon River at Geelong.

Harry learnt very quickly and started competing in 1971 and won the Encourage Overall that year in the 
Victorian State Titles and then a silver medal in open mens tricks at the 1971 Australian Nationals.
He competed in 3 Moomba barefoot competitions and represented Australia in the 1973 and 1976 World
Group 3 Competitions. He had mixed successes during many competitions and won many trophies.
Harry's prized trophies are his Victorian Overall Open Mens from 1973 and 1975.

He was the first barefoot water skier to slalom backwards in competition and the first in Victoria to master 
back deep water starts,flying backwards starts and one foot back starts.
Harry retired from competition in 1977 and had a 3 year come back in 1980 winning a Victorian Senior 
Mens Overall. 
His family are active within the sport including his 2 sons Peter 6356 and Brett 6355 and grandson Thomas 6357



Paul Jones 1763
Paul Jones was an avid sportsman who learnt to water ski whilst being a keen gymnast, unicyclist, surfer, cyclist
and skate boarder. As a spectator he attended the 1970 National Barefoot Water Ski Championships with his
friend Barry Buist and after that, along with wife Carolyn and daughter Kim, purchased a boat. They learnt to water ski in 
1970 and to barefoot water ski in 1971. Two years later, Peter McNally joined their crew. 

Paul was an all round super fit sportsman and his ability to balance was advantageous on the water and he
learnt barefooting manoeuvres easily. Paul was noticed by officials of the NSW Barefoot Club and started competing. Soon 
after he was selected to ski in the first Australian Team in the 1973 Group 3 World Titles at Nagambie in Victoria. He then 
went on to represent Australia in the 1st World Barefoot Water Ski Championships in 1978 and was part of the winning 
Australian Team. At the 1st Worlds he won the silver medal in Slalom and the bronze medal in Tricks. 

Paul represented Australia 6 times from 1973 to 1999 and won countless medals. He held the World Barefoot Water Ski 
Jump record of 15.5m in 1974. He competed in 31 Australian Nationals from 1973 to 2006 winning 17 of these in the Senior 
and Veteran Men’s divisions. He held ten Australian Records. On a State level, he won the state championships 26 times and
held 19 state records. 

In the late 1970's Paul attended the Salvation Army Congress Celebrations in Canberra and did a barefoot display on Lake 
Burley Griffin for the then Prime Minister of Australia, Malcolm Fraser.
At the conclusion of the display the Prime Minister was amazed at Paul's barefoot water skiing ability and went to the water’s 
edge and shook Paul's, still wet hand, as he walked up the bank. 

Paul also taught his daughter, Charise Hassey 5087 (nee Jones), to barefoot water ski and they competed together in 17 
National Championships and were both Australian Champions. Together they represented Australia as part of the Australian 
Team at the Asian Australasian Championships in 1997 at Piarere, New Zealand. Paul and Charise were the first father 
daughter combination to represent Australia, and, at the same time. The photograph of Paul and Charise below was taken at 
Liverpool, NSW, during a barefoot championship.

Sadly Paul passed away 31/03/2019 aged 76 years.

   

    



Colleen Thompson (nee Wilkinson) 1495  

Colleen learnt to water ski when she was 10 years of age at Joe Torrens Water Ski Gardens on the Hawkesbury River, 
Wisemans Ferry, NSW.
She skied most weekends with her parents Joyce and Colin and her twin sister Patricia.

Colleen learnt to barefoot water ski in 1972 when she was 15 years and after she learnt her family left home before dawn 
most weekends so that she could get the calm water for barefooting before the other boats arrived. Early in 1972 Colleen 
had some coaching from Harry Byron the President of the NSW Barefoot Club and he introduced her to competitions.

Her first National Championship was in Queensland in 1972 and she won the Overall Junior Girls. The following year Colleen 
entered the Womens Division winning the Australian Overall that she held for 7 years until 1979.
Colleen represented Australia in 1973,1976 and 1978 in the 3 Group World Championships winning all 3 overalls.

In 1976 Colleen was the first woman in the world to execute both Backwards Beach And Deep Water Starts,Backwards 
Tumble Turn Starts and Back to Front.

She was then crowned the First World Womens Barefoot Water Skiing Champion in 1978 taking the gold medal in both 
Slalom and Start Methods.
Colleen retired from barefoot competitions after the first worlds after setting 6 Australian Records and 7 World Records. 

After 30 years Colleen made a comeback to Barefoot Water Ski Competitions and Won the Overall  Australian Veteran 
Womens in both 2009 and 2010 and then Won the Super Veterans Overall in 2012 and 2013.
She represented Australia again as a Senior at the 2010 World Championships and was part of Australia's gold medal team.
 
Colleen is very proud of the fact that she and her son Alex are the only Mother Son combination of Australian Champions. 
Alex won Australian Mens 2 Overall Champion twice.
        

        Letter from Marj Byron,Team Manager,NSW Barefoot Water Ski Club,1972 



Gillian Davis (nee Shipp)   
Gill began Barefoot Water Skiing when she was 12 years old. 
The family were occasional water-skiers until her father Bob Shipp and brother Warwick discovered barefooting and they 
had begun entering local zone tournaments.

They both convinced Gill to enter her first zone tournament where there were no junior girl barefoot water skiers in NSW.
They said “You could win it by doing only one move in each event”.  
Gill won that zone 4 tournament in 1975. No other junior girls. No high scoring points!  

Gill and Warwick trained every weekend on the Shoalhaven Rver, Nowra, their father as coach along with other barefoot 
water skiers including Greg Shipton and David Coles. 
Bob Shipp and  Gill's mother Norma Shipp also ran barefoot junior training schools at Berry, NSW for a few summers during 
the late 70’s. 
 
By 1976 more girls were competing, and Gill improved her score points!  
Gill won the NSW Overall State and Australian Overall Junior Girl Championships in 1976, 77 and 78. 
The Australian Junior Championships were shared with her brother  Warwick, who won the Overall Junior  Boys Division in 
1977.

At 15 years of age Gill was chosen to represent Australia at the First World Barefoot Water Ski Championships in 1978. This 
was a great honour, privilege and opportunity, though the Australian Team and the Barefoot Water Ski Community was deeply
affected by the death of her brother Warwick 6 weeks earlier. 

Gill in Open Womens Division at the World Championships Won the Gold in Tricks, Bronze in Starts and Third Overall. 
She retired from competitive Barefoot Water Skiing after the 1978 World Titles. 

Pics below 
1978 First World Barefoot Water Ski Championships.            Gill & Warwick – Trophies from 1977 Nationals



Bronwyn Koeck (nee McCaskill) 3080

Bronwyn lived in Canberra and her family water skied near Yass at the Good Hope Resort, on a Murrumbidge River Arm of 
Burrinjuck Dam. 
In 1972 when only  6 years old she learnt to water ski and was very proficient. Bronwyn's father Bob McCaskill (ABWSC 761) 
taught her to Barefoot Water Ski in 1976 at 10 years of age and she was timed into the Australian Barefoot Water Ski Club. 
Her father continued coaching her for many years whilst mum Carole was the observer. 

After attending some training schools run by the NSW Barefoot Water Ski Club, Bronwyn as a Sub Junior Girl entered the 
NSW State Titles in 1977 and won the overall..She also won the overall at the 1977 Australian Championships and duplicated
these results in 1978 and 1979..She won all events!
Bronwyn represented NSW  6 times at the Australian Nationals from 1977 to 1982 and the Australian Capital Territory 3 times 
from 1983 to 1985.
Her results at the Australian Titles in Womens Division from 1980 to 1984 included 6 gold medals, 3rd overall once,2nd overall 
3 times and she won the overall in 1984.

Bronwyn when still a Sub Junior was chosen to Represent  Australia at the First World Titles in I978 and then another 3 times 
until 1985. At the World Championships she won 10 individual medals gained one 2nd overall and 3 times 3rd overall  

This talented Young lady set 9 Australian Records, 3 World Records,invited to compete 8 times in the Australian 
Masters,Represented Australia Twice in the World Group 3 Championships,was the First Sub Junior Girl in the World to 
barefoot backwards, the First Woman in the World in Start Methods to do a Back Toe Tumbleturn Start and in 1979 set a 
Womens Barefoot Water Ski Speed Record Backwards at 67.793 Km/Hr. (42.125mph)

Post retirement Bronwyn has continued to teach water skiing and barefooting.

.

  

                                                                                                            Bronwyn at the 1978 First World Barefoot Water 
                                                                                                            Ski Championships in Canberra, ACT, with
                                                                                                            Sir Zelman Cowen Governor-General of Australia.



 Kim Izzard (nee Lampard) 3338
Kim's family were avid water skiers and she learnt to water ski on the Hawkesbury River at Willow Run near Dargle at the 
age of 8 ½ years and her father Keith Lampard taught her how to barefoot water ski soon after.

Keith was also a NSW Barefoot Water Ski Club member and he sent Kim to her first club training school in 1976 on the 
Williams River at Clarencetown and she entered her first competition at the training school.

Kim aged 12 years won her first Australian Junior Girls Overall Championship in 1976 and again in 1977 & 1978
and won the Australian Junior Girls Overall Championships in 1980,1981 and 1982. 
In 1983 & 1986 Kim was crowned the Overall Womens Australian Barefoot Champion.

In 1980 at 14 years of age Kim was selected in the Australian Team and won the World Women's Overall Championship in 
the USA .She repeated her success in winning the World Overall Women's Championship's in
1982 Mexico, 1985 Australia and 1986 Germany.

During Kim's later years of barefooting she trained with Bronwyn Koeck (nee McKaskill) & Peter Wellham.
Kim retired from barefoot water skiing competitions in 1988  

 

Top photo - Kim 8 ½ years of age Barefoot Water Skiing on the Hawkesbury River  –  Next  4 photos 14 years.
      



Debbie Pugh 3420

Debbie learnt to water ski on the Brisbane Waters at Gosford NSW during the early 1970's when she lived on the Central 
Coast.Her family being avid water skiers then moved to the Williams River, Clarencetown NSW ,the perfect barefoot water 
skiing location.

During winter 1977 Greg & Warren Adams taught Debbie then 15 years old to barefoot water ski at Raymond Terrace NSW 
and she then attended a training school at Clarencetown learning to do deep water starts & basic tricks before she entered 
her first competition a few months later in a Zone 2 Competition at Clarencetown.
She then competed for the next 15 years!

Her father Lloyd also a barefoot water skier coached her daily on the Williams River. With the help of Garry Barton, Debbie 
then competed in the 1978 NSW and Australian Championships.

Debbie was then 
10 times NSW Overall Womens Barefoot Water Champion from 1980 to 1992 winning 16 Gold Medals, 
6 times Australian Overall Womens Champion from 1980 to 1989 winning 7 Gold Medals, 
4 times Australian Masters Champion from 1982 to 1989 winning 4 Gold Medals, 
World Group 3 Champion 1982, and represented Australia 3 times in the World Group 3 Championships from
1980 to 1984 winning 3 gold medals.
Represented Australia 6 times in the World Championships from 1980 to 1993, being runner up 5 times and
winning 4 gold medals

During Debbie's barefoot water skiing career she broke 9 World Records spread between all 4 events and only
1 of 2 women to achieve 620pts in the start event.

Barefoot water skiing for Debbie was a family orientated sport and her mother Barbara became a barefoot judge,her father 
Lloyd an Australian barefoot junior team coach and her brother Shane also an Australian Barefoot Water Ski Representative.  



1969 - Early Correspondence re New Proficiency “Knees to Feet” 
Robin Hill 1007 

          

                 New Proficiency Badge                                          Robin Hill Knee Skiing and barefooting behind the 
                                                                                                boat.. Jumping off the cavitation plate was popular                      
                                                                                                during the late 1960's early 1970's.                                                



First International Competition with USA 1973
In 1973 an International event was organized by the Americans to compete at Cyprus Gardens USA.  An Australian 
team consisting of Garry Barton, Peter Trim, Grant Torrens, Mary McMillan and John Hacker, competed with 
Grant Torrens winning the overall.

        

     
        

                 Peter Trim  935  

             

                John Hacker  662



Spectacular Growth prior to first World Titles 1978 

The growth of the sport was spectacular. 
Such greats as Mary McMillan,Gillian Shipp,Colleen Thompson (nee Wilkinson),John Hacker, Garry Barton, Brett Wing, 
Warren Bowden, Terry Hinchcliffe,Peter Trim, Paul Jones, Allan Moffatt,Roger Gooden and Rudi Stout all carried 
Australian Barefoot Water Skiing into the forefront of world competition that commenced in 1978.

 Brett Wing 817                       Garry Barton 606                     Warren Bowden 627                    Rudi Stout  534

  

  Colleen Thompson           Allan Moffatt 2027        Paul Jones 1763         Gillian Davies      Terry Hinchcliffe 580
  (nee Wilkinson)1495                                                                                   (nee Shipp)

Pictorial - Early Pioneers

 
 

       Mary McMillan 134    Bernardin Georges                     Brian Price  2225                         Wal Spicer 173

         Graham Dance  650                                  Leigh Acfield  1113                             Ken Matthews 344

ac
ke



                          Collage – Many Pioneers                                                  Collage – Many Pioneers

                          Pyramid                                     ColleenThompson 1495                         Barry McDonald 571             
                 Rudi Stout 534 (L)                                 (nee Wilkinson)                                
                 Garry Barton 606(R)
                 Brett Wing 817(Top)                                     

 

          Kevin Poole 882                 Edith Poole                 Wendy Feros 805                  Kathie McInnes 733
                                                                                         (nee Sundstrom)

 
   Barry Hynes 582              Daryl Hodge                        Brett Wing 817                           Harold Miller 295

Gary Barton



                      Rodney Fox                                       Grant Torrens 717                        Mary McMillan 134                             

 
 

                            Harry Byron  842                                                                             Garry Barton 606

              Bob Wing 815                                        Gavin Williams 2082                                    Paul Jones  1763

          Greg Skipper 1065                                   Noel Middling 1118                                          Greg Shipton 2299



 

 

 
          Peter McClung 2837                                Dennis Mitchell 187                                    Greg Brown 899                            

   
            Ray Cooper 205                                      Wal Spicer 173                     Larry Partridge 189

         Tony Purnell 17                                          John Hollands 4                                      Bruce Austin 55



                 Greg Rees 2634                                        Geoff Nichols 115                                  Reg Eddy 111

    June Hamilton 329                                      Gareth Handshin 1425                                        John Challinor 22

     Leigh Hamilton 1266                                                  Des Lilley 1390                                                  Reg Cowie

 
              Sam Pace 725                     John Hacker 662                     Terry Hinchcliffe 580               Keith Florence 2009



      Peter Forrester 74 (L) Ken Mathews 344(R)                      Rob Schuster 881                             Ashley Mison

                 Barry Delaporte 2370                                      Stuart Dore 196                         Doug Sundstrom 204
   

               Warren Bowden 627                                 Penny Hacker                          John Hacker 662

                             Barry Buist                                        Aivars Lidums 292              Kelvin Weston-Green 2962



             Greg Adams 2714                                                                      Debbie Pugh 3420

  

                                 Bob Inman 532                                                                     Robert Wing 816

      

       Garry Matthews 2713                                         Greg Rees 2634                                        Greg Treasure 2391

  

     Gillian Davis (nee Shipp)                                        John Bruinsma 1984                             Brett Wing 817



                     Tony Teague 487                                                                 Harry Roberts 1484

         Brian Sullivan 3245                                  Rod Trevillian 3108                               Chooka O'Rourke                                  

  

              Rudi Stout  534                               Graeme Dwyer 2010                                 Rod Trevillian 3108

        Kelvin Western-Green 2962                                       Warwick Shipp                                Dodd Dwyer 2531



      Garry Barton 606                                          Dodd Dwyer 2531                                     Haidee Lance 727

       Kim Izzard (nee Lampard) 3338                                                                     Allan Moffatt 2027

                                     Irwin Luthiger 88                                                                 Gary McNeill 1329



Barefoot Drags, Marathons and Speed Records.
                                   
Barefoot Drags

Barefoot drags gained popularity in many states during the later part of the 1960's. 

There were many different drag rules over many years including jumping off the inboard cavitation plate or off the back of an 
outboard powered boat or step off ski starts, and then when the flag dropped for a deepwater start.

An independent barefoot drag club was started called the “Australian Barefoot Racing Club” but is no longer active.
 

                           Drag rules per Australian Barefoot Water Ski Club Rules Booklet 1970



Barefoot Marathons

The marathon was held over a 10km course with boats away every 39 seconds similar to water ski racing.

The NSW Barefoot Club held marathons from 1975 until 1982.
Brett Wing won the marathons 1975-76-77-78-79 and then Michael Lampard 1980-81-82

In 1983 the NSW marathon became an Australian event until abandoned in 1985.
Garry Barton won the Australian Marathons in 1983-4.

In the past decade many states have run endurance events and marathons with the most recent being the independent 
“Williams River Barefoot Marathon” in NSW. 

                                1967 Barefoot day at Torrens Ski Gardens,Wisemans Ferry,NSW



Barefoot Speed
Sadly Les Drysdale lost his life in 1984 attempting a World Barefoot Water Ski Speed Record at Windsor in NSW .

              March 1970 .. Noel Forrester 761 .. Penrith NSW     65.3mph / 105.09kmh .. World Record

               April 1970 .. Wayne Langfield .. Penrith NSW     68.16mph / 109.69kmh .. World Record

                May 1970  ..  Wayne Jones  ..  Penrith NSW     75.35mph / 121.26kmh .. World Record



 
            

                                     May 1970...Haidee Lance 727 Penrith NSW... 61.39mph / 98.8kmh World Record

 

          July 1970...Garry Barton 606 … Berkley Aquatic Park USA 77.77mph / 125.16kmh...World Record



 

       August 1972...Grant Torrens 817...Long Beach Marine Stadium USA...79.03mph / 127.19kmh...World Record

 

          August 1972...Sharon Torrens (nee Fisher) 1223                  1976 Michelle Geoghegan (nee Fisher) 1401
                       Long Beach Marine Stadium USA                                      Long Beach Marine Stadium USA
                                55.00mph / 88.51kmh                                                           58.15mph / 93.58kph



            Top...June 1972... Michelle Geoghegan (nee Fisher) 1401...Dargle, Hawkesbury River, NSW
                                    45.47mph / 73.18kph Sub Junior Girls World Record

    Bottom...October 1975...Michelle Geoghegan (nee Fisher) 1401...Lake Ming, Bakersfield,California,USA
                                    63.92mph / 102.7kph World Record



December 1977 … Debbie Williams 2738 … Deniliquin NSW...65.41mph / 105.26kph ...World Record  



 

World Records Speed Day....Deepwater Motor Boat Club...Sydney August 1977

                                             Australian Barefoot Water Skier World Records August 1977 



 .

 

         June 11 1979...Brett Wing 817...Parramatta River, Sydney, NSW ...94.946mph / 152.80kph...World Record

1973 – 1974 Timex Watch Television Commercials 

Garry Barton 606 was chosen by Timex Watches to promote their Marlin water proof range of watches.
Two commercials were produced...1973 for Canadian Television and 1974 for Australian Television

https://www.ngataonga.org.nz/collections/catalogue/catalogue-item?record_id=147130&fbclid=IwAR3TC4E7g8E5c-
gWk6qZQQDOxfQlH5F_2qAX1c2hl5MhYYd-NlezmG0UJX4

https://www.ngataonga.org.nz/collections/catalogue/catalogue-item?record_id=147130&fbclid=IwAR3TC4E7g8E5c-gWk6qZQQDOxfQlH5F_2qAX1c2hl5MhYYd-NlezmG0UJX4
https://www.ngataonga.org.nz/collections/catalogue/catalogue-item?record_id=147130&fbclid=IwAR3TC4E7g8E5c-gWk6qZQQDOxfQlH5F_2qAX1c2hl5MhYYd-NlezmG0UJX4


1977...  12 Barefoot Water Skiers behind one boat
Wisemans Ferry, Hawkesbury River, New South Wales.

This World Record event was co-ordinated by Bob Wing 815 and was achieved on the very first try! Roy (KEG) Cadman
 was the President of the NSW Club at that time.

Skiing behind Bob Wings 16 foot Savage Electra that was powered by a single 200hp Evinrude motor and on extra long ski 
ropes, these current NSW and Australian champions started from the deep water on 2 skis.
As the boat speed increased and driven by Robert Wing 816 they all dropped a ski, then as the boat speed maxed out at 
45mph (72kph) the older and heavier skiers stepped off. With the power still on maximum the boat speed slowed to a speed 
where the younger skiers were comfortable to step off.

This amazing world record stood for decades and was only conquered by the advancement of multiple engines and the use 
of boom technology.
Many of the 12 skiers went on to represent Australia and also win gold at the 1st World Barefoot Championships in 1978.

 

(Photograph courtesy Greg Shipton)
Barefoot Water Skiers - Left to Right
Bronwyn Koeck (nee McAskill) 3080, Darryn Richards, Gary Adams 2713, 
Colleen Thompson (nee Wilkinson) 1495, Glen Mathews, Garry Matthews 2713, 
Brett Wing 817, Greg Adams 2714,Gillian Davis (nee Shipp), 
Greg Shipton 2299,Sam Pace 725, Warwick Shipp 



Unique Australian Barefoot Water Ski Club Embroided Badges

From the club's inception, special badges have been struck depicting Membership with Number, 
Masters Award (Master – 10 minutes), Proficiency Awards, National Championships and other Special Events.
The first 4 badge numbers.. 1  Bruce Purnell  -  2  Ray Leighton  -  3  Bryan Neale  -  4  John Hollands

Membership Numbered Badges

 

Ray Frater 458             Garry Barton 606            Ray Patterson 711             Brett Wing 817                 Greg Brown 899

Leigh Acfield 1113    Peter Gordon 1269    Gareth Handshin 1425     David Stephens 2035           Greg Owen 2234

Gary Adams 2713      Greg Adams 2714        Danny Cropper 2726          Wayne Farrell 3598           Gizella Halasz 4121

Mark Barton 4720      Phillip Smyth 4747             Clay Grono 5814           Mick O'Connor 6269              Sam Bell 6318



Proficiency Badges





Competitor / Official Badges



7 Backwards Barefoot Water Skiers – One Boat – World Record

During late winter in August 1982 a World Record of 7 backwards barefoot water skiers behind one boat was set 
on the Hawkesbury River at the Windsor Marine Stadium. The barefoot water skiers included Glen Mathews,David 
Lugg, Kim Izzard(nee Lampard) 3338, Peter Wellham, Steven Fyfe, Jeff Murray and Phil Nichol.  

Memories and Memorabilia

                                        Joe Csortan 203 - Australian Medals 1964 – 1965

 

                                                                               
                                                     Garry Barton 606 - Australian Overall Champion Badges  1969 – 1985                                   



           Colleen Thompson 1495  (nee Wilkinson) – Australian and World Record Certificates



         Tony Teague 487                                                     Greg Brown 899                                       Ray Patterson 711
                                                                               1972 Sommersault Handle,
                                                                             Rope in Teeth Deepie Handle
                                                                                            Tricks Handle

Gareth Handshin 1425                      Robert Tilling 78 – Jump Trophy 1966                                      Ray Patterson 711 
Invitational Masters 1974                                                                                                                    Car Emblem  1968

 

 
  1970 National Titles Manly Dam.. Jump Competitors together with their step off skis go by boat to the start area



                          1971                                                       1969                                                    1972
            Garry Barton 606(L)                        George Blair (Banana George) (L)                Roger Gooden 771(L)                                       
           Warren Bowden 627 (R)                            Paul McManus 237 (C )                       Chris Neale 1471(R)                         
                                                                             Garry Barton 606 (R)                                       

       
 
 

                       1968                                         Mid 1970's                                                           1971
                 Brett Wing(L) 817                          Reg Cowie (L)                       Michelle Geoghegan(nee Fisher) (L) 1401   
         Sue Baker (nee Peters) (C)             John Hacker(R) 662                   Wendy Feros 805 (nee Sundstrom) (C)
Michelle Geoghegan(nee Fisher) (R) 1401                                                  Sharon Torrens (nee Fisher)(R) 1223

 
 

 
                          Mid 1970's                                               1967 – Jump Practice Day – Manly Dam NSW  (L to R)
                      John Hacker(L) 662                                     Ken Mathews 344, Reg Walker 11, Ray Carrol 494
                  Margaret Hacker(R) 1010                   Irwin Luthiger 88,Wal Spicer 173, Peter Forrester 74,Darrel McInnes 190



                  Late 1971                                                                July 1971                      4 only Backwards Masters!
          Garry Barton 606(L)                                                 Greg Brown 899 (L)             Warren Bowden 627 
          Peter Trim 935(R)                                                    Garry Barton 606(R)            Garry Barton 606
                                                                                                                                        Grant Torrens 717
                                                                                                                                        Paul McManus 237

 
                  January 1969                                                             Late 1971
      First Victorian Barefoot Championships                                       Warren Bowden 627(L) Garry Barton 606(R)
    Peter Chiodo(L)3rd  Barry Hynes(C)582 1st 

                    Jim Reid(R) 928 2nd                                        

 
January 1969..1st Victorian Barefoot Championships
Caribbean Boats and twin Mercury 125hp Outboard Motors 

The Classic “Lion Island”Water Ski Race' in Sydney was originally instigated in 1965 by the Australian Barefoot 
Water Ski Club and the running of it later passed over to the Zone 1 Committee of the NSW Water Ski Association.
The first outright winner in 1965 was Ken Tilling 335 in his boat “CHA CHA” towing Terry Bennett 175 and Robert 
Tilling 78  with Ernie Charlton in the observers seat.  



“Lion Island” Water Ski Race – Australian Barefoot Water Ski Club badges – Pics Courtesy Ray Frater 458   

 

In Victoria all the water ski races were originally organised in the late 
1960's by the Victorian Barefoot Water Ski Club. 
The running of these races were all transferred to the Victorian Water Ski 
Association during the early 1970's. Photos Courtesy Tom Wyld 1005

            
 

 
                                                                  Photos Courtesy Tom Wyld 1005
1971/73 - The Victorian Barefoot Water Ski Club issued monthly Barefoot Daze Magazines courtesy to their Members. 



           1977 National Championships, Nerang, Queensland              1970/71  Victorian Barefoot Club Embroided Badge
                             Gary Adams 2713 (L)                          
    Gillian Davis 1977(nee Shipp)(C), Rod Trevillian(R) 3108

                                                    Photograph Courtesy Rod Trevillian 3108
                                 Truck load of sub juniors and juniors skiers (and pallets of beer!)
                    headed to the start area at the 1977 Nationals on the Nerang River, Queensland

 

                                      
 

June 1972... Michelle Geoghegan (nee Fisher) 1401...World Endurance Record. Sub Junior Girls..2 Minutes 18 Secs



 

 
                Howard Mitchell 314,1967 National Titles rounds a buoy in the Slalom Event

     

 

                                                               

         Bronwyn Koek(nee McCaskill 3080 (L)                        1978 1st World Barefoot Water Ski Championships
            Kim Izzard(nee Lampard) 3338 (C)                              Trophies - Paul Jones 1763  
            Debbie Pugh 3420 (R)                                                  2nd Slalom..3rd Tricks



 
 

                                                              Bronwyn Koeck(neeMcCaskill) 3080 



1970 SA Barefoot Club “Barefoot Ball”              Extract from 1970 - 8th Australian Barefoot Championships Programme

First Two SA State Titles Programmes                                  Development of the Rigid Handle – Garry Barton 606

                 1973 Cyprus Gardens                               September 1971 Zone 2 Comp - Williams River,Clarencetown NSW
 First International Competition with USA                                          Jumpers heading to Start Area
                                                                                                L to R – Warren Bowden 627, Greg Brown 899
                                                                                                             Harry Byron 842 , David Lugg



                             Rudi Stout 534 – Australian Record Certificate 1974 - World Record

                                                  Photographs Courtesy Wal Spicer 173
Australian Demonstration Team 1966                                   Group of barefooters at Lower Portland,
Group shot leaving Sydney Airport.                                      Hawkesbury River, NSW, mid 1960'S



1971 First Moomba Barefoot Water Skiing Invitational Competition. 

Water skiing on the Yarra River in Melbourne, Victoria was introduced in 1959 to the Moomba Festival. 

The Victorian Water Ski Association are proud and honoured to present the Moomba Masters yearly and world 

acclaimed athletes participate and compete in various water ski activities.

The first barefoot water ski invitational competition at Moomba was introduced in 1971. 



Barefoot Water Ski Display Team. 
Exhibition at White Sands, South Australia, January 25,1970
This was a privately organized exhibition by Aivars Lidums, White Sands Riverfront Caravan Park,Murray 

Bridge,South Australia. The exhibition attracted 100's of spectators and further promoted barefoot water skiing.   

                                                               Exhibition Team (L to R) 
                         Reg Walker 11, Barry Hynes 582, Graham Dance 650,Garry Barton 606,
                       Steve Haritos 421, Aivars Lidums 292, (Absent from pic Ken Mathews 344)



1964 and 1966 Newspaper Clippings (Courtesy Joe Csortan 203)



Barefoot World Magazines

Soon after the Australian Club's  inauguration  in 1963, Barefoot World Magazines were produced and sent to 
all members. 
The Magazines ceased during the late 1960's

Magazine Front Covers of Australian Barefoot Water Skiers 
1960's and early 1970's 

 

 



1st World Barefoot Water Ski Championships - Canberra Oct/Nov 1978

  

                                                                                               Bob Wing 815 at the 1978 Championships with the 
                                                                                               Prime Minister of Australia ,The Right Honourable,
                                                                                               Malcolm Fraser.

              









Honorary Board

Life Members..Australian Barefoot Water Ski Club

1971   
Brian Fox

2018   
Geoff Davis

2018   
Brian Price

Hall of Fame.. Australian Water Ski and Wakeboard Federation    

2011
Brett Wing ….Legend
Kim Izzard (nee Lampard)
Garry Barton
Sharon Stekelenburg
  

2014
Kim Izzard (nee Lampard) …. Legend
John Pennay
John Stekelenburg
Debbie Pugh
Graeme Dwyer

2018
Garry Barton ….Pioneer
Gizella Halasz
Peter Wellham
Bronwyn Koeck (nee McCaskill)
Rod Trevillian
Brett New
Brett Fritsch
Peter Wellham

Sport Australia Hall of Fame

1987
Brett Wing



Hall of Fame.. International Water Ski and Wakeboard Federation (IWWF)

1996 Brett Wing
2011 Kim Izzard (nee Lampard)
2019 Garry Barton ….Pioneer
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